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Introduction

•Goal

Create a conversation that will answer basic 
questions about the Bible and prepare you to 
read and study God’s Word



Introduction

•Questions, comments, or concerns from 
previous sessions



Introduction
•Overview

1) What is the Bible?
2) How is the Bible Organized?
3) How is God Speaking?
4) What am I Missing Here?
5) How Can I Read for Application?
6) What Resources Are Most Helpful?



How is God 

Speaking?





God speaks in 
more than one way.





Genre (type) of Literature

A style of writing that serves as an agreement 
between the writer and reader.



How is God 

Speaking?



Genres of the Bible
Historical Narrative

Poetry

Law Code

Wisdom

Prophesy

Parable

Epistle/Letter

Apocalyptic 



Historical Narrative

•Definition

Recreation of an event in story form edited 
to teach a lesson.

•Example:  Luke 2  



Historical Narrative

•Reading Tip

Trace the plotline that introduces a conflict, 
complicates it, brings it to crisis, and then 
resolves it.  The lesson the story is teaching will 
be linked to this process.



Poetry

•Definition

A stylized tapestry of words that puts events in 
the background and thought in the foreground.

•Example:  Psalm 1  



Poetry

•Reading Tip

Read the poetry slowly several times and watch 
for the development of the main thought 
through repetition, contrast, expansion, or 
illustration.



Law Code

•Definition

Divine directives designed to guide how God’s 
people live and think.

•Example:  Exod 20  



Law Code

•Reading Tip

Identify the key principle behind the law and 
determine if it has local/temporary or 
universal/eternal application.



Wisdom

•Definition

Wisdom literature offers advice for successful 
living on a wide range of human experiences.  

•Example:

Better a dry crust with peace and quiet
than a house full of feasting, with strife.  

(Prov 17:1 NIV)



Wisdom

•Reading Tip

Be cautious that you don’t read wisdom literature 
like law code.  Both address practical dimensions 
of life.  In contrast to law code, wisdom offers 
general observations highlighting truths that 
apply in most cases.



Prophesy

•Definition

The writings of unique individuals directed to 
speak to others on the Lord’s behalf.  They offer 
reflections on the past, commentary on the 
present, and predictions on the future.

Example:  Isaiah



Prophesy

•Reading Tip

Prophets lived, spoke, and wrote within a given 
time, place, and culture.  Use the Bible’s historical 
narrative accounts to better understand the 
circumstances that surround their message.



Parable

•Definition

A simple story crafted from the experiences of 
daily life that teaches a faith lesson.   

•Example: Mark 4:1-8 



Parable

•Reading Tip

Learn as much as you can about the cultural 
experience in the parable before trying to 
interpret the way it is being used to deliver a faith 
lesson.



Epistle or Letter

•Definition

Personal correspondence written after Jesus’ 
resurrection, sent from one of his personal 
students (apostles) to members of the early 
church.

•Example:  Galatians



Epistle/Letter

•Reading Tip

The letters typically presume the readers know 
the circumstances or questions that provoked the 
correspondence.  Learn all you can from the Book 
of Acts regarding the backstory of the recipients.



Apocalyptic 

•Definition

The term apocalyptic comes from the Greek 
word for “reveal.”  Apocalyptic literature reveals 
the Lord’s message to persecuted people 
encoded within surreal images.

•Example:   Revelation



Apocalyptic

•Reading Tip

The encoded imagery was meant for those facing 
persecution while preventing access of the 
persecutors.  Learn all you can about the 
circumstances of the first listeners/readers to 
become familiar with what the imagery meant 
for them in their cultural context.
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Psalm 150
1 Praise the LORD.

Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens.

2 Praise him for his acts of power;
praise him for his surpassing greatness.

3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,
praise him with the harp and lyre,

4 praise him with timbrel and dancing,
praise him with the strings and pipe,

5 praise him with the clash of cymbals,
praise him with resounding cymbals.

6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.

Praise the LORD.



Praise God in his 
sanctuary;

praise him in his 
mighty heavens.

Where?



Praise him for his acts 
of power;

praise him for his 
surpassing greatness.

Why?



Praise him with the 
sounding of the 
trumpet,
…harp and lyre 
…timbrel 
…dancing …strings
and pipe…clash of 
cymbals

…with resounding 
cymbals.

How?



Let
everything
that has breath 
praise the LORD.

Who?



Psalm 150
1 Praise the LORD.

Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens.

2 Praise him for his acts of power;
praise him for his surpassing greatness.

3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,
praise him with the harp and lyre,

4 praise him with timbrel and dancing,
praise him with the strings and pipe,

5 praise him with the clash of cymbals,
praise him with resounding cymbals.

6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.

Praise the LORD.



How is God 

Speaking?


