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Lay reader (Lector)
The Lay reader reads the lessons preceding the sermon.
· Sit closer to the front. When Children’s Church is occurring, you will begin heading to the lecturn (podium) as the Pastor is dismissing the children.
· Follow the order of worship in the bulletin and be sure to start walking up to the lecturn (podium) as the item prior to the reading is finishing. This decreases the lag time in the order of worship. Enter from the back of the platform.

· Print a copy of the emailed reading to take up to the lectern OR use the copy found on Sue Faber’s desk in the church office. Be sure to return it after the 8:30 worship service, or leave it on the lectern for the 10:30 worship service Lay reader’s use.*
· The Sound Board volunteers control the microphone, which will be on and should stay on.
· Adjust the microphone to the appropriate height and speak clearly and slowly.
· Oftentimes, there is only one reading, but there may be two readings, one from the Old Testament and one from the New Testament. Sometimes there is a Psalm. The Pastor reads the Gospel lesson.

Say “the first reading is from the _____ chapter of the book of ______” (read lesson)

If there is a Psalm say “please read responsively Psalm ______” You read the non-bolded lines and the congregation responds with the bolded lines.

Say “the second reading is from the _____ chapter of the book of ______” (read lesson)

Say “This is God’s Word” 
General notes:

· The lessons are emailed to the Lay reader on Thursday, but if you do not have email, you can pick up a copy at church on Thursday.*
· If there are words you cannot pronounce, the Pastor will give you a phonetic spelling to help you OR click on the link to Bible Gateway’s audio Bible-https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/ to hear the ESV reading by Max McLean.
· If you say a word incorrectly, it is unlikely that the congregation will notice; just continue on.

Please practice your reading before the service. This will make you sound more natural and you will feel less nervous.
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