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Introduction
•Vision for the Class

1) To answer questions about the Bible’s 
origins and qualities.

2) To offer suggestions on how to read and 
interpret the Bible.

3) To leave you better enabled and more 
excited about reading your Bible.



Introduction
• Overview of the Class Sessions

1) What is the Bible?

2) How is the Bible Organized?

3) How is God Speaking?

4) What am I Missing Here?

5) How can I Interpret the Bible?

6) What Resources Are Most Helpful?



What Resources 

are Most Helpful?



Bible Translations

•The Lord shared his thoughts through known 
languages.

• Hebrew

• Aramaic

• Greek





There is No Perfect Bible Translation

• Because the grammar and vocabulary 
choices in the parent language do not 
have exact matches in the receiving 
language.

• Because the receiving language exists in 
multiple forms  (influenced by region, 
gender, age, and denomination).



You Have Many Translation Options

•These options …

…reflect various translation 

styles.

…use various English 

language forms.  



Bible Translation Styles

•General style options:

• Formal equivalence

• Functional equivalence

• Paraphrase

•The style of translation is typically discussed 
within the preface of a Bible.



Bible Translation Styles

•Formal Equivalence (word-for-word)

• Greater sensitivity to the grammar and vocabulary 
choices of the parent text.

• It will sound more like the parent language than 
the receiving language.



Bible Translation Styles

•Functional Equivalence  (thought-for-thought)
•Greater sensitivity to the grammar and vocabulary 

of the receiving translation.

• It will sound more like the receiving language than 
the parent language.



Bible Translation Styles

•Paraphrase (interpretation)

• Greater sensitivity to understanding in the 
receiving translation.

• It will step farthest from the parent language and 
interleaf explanations that reflect the 
interpretation of the translator.



Formal Equivalence--ESV

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  

(Romans 1:16)

Οὐ γὰρ ἐπαισχύνομαι τὸ εὐαγγέλιον, δύναμις γὰρ
θεοῦ ἐστιν εἰς σωτηρίαν παντὶ τῷ πιστεύοντι, 
Ἰουδαίῳ τε πρῶτον καὶ Ἕλληνι. 



Functional Equivalence--NIV

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 
power of God that brings salvation to everyone who 
believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.  

(Romans 1:16)

Οὐ γὰρ ἐπαισχύνομαι τὸ εὐαγγέλιον, δύναμις γὰρ
θεοῦ ἐστιν εἰς σωτηρίαν παντὶ τῷ πιστεύοντι, 
Ἰουδαίῳ τε πρῶτον καὶ Ἕλληνι. 



Formal Functional

For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for 
salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the 
Greek.

(Romans 1:16 ESV)

For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, because it is 
the power of God that 
brings salvation to 
everyone who 
believes: first to the 
Jew, then to the Gentile.  

(Romans 1:16 NIV)



Paraphrase
For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It 
is God’s powerful method of bringing all who believe it to 
heaven. This message was preached first to the Jews 
alone, but now everyone is invited to come to God in this 
same way.  (Romans 1:16 LB)

It’s news I’m most proud to proclaim, this extraordinary 
Message of God’s powerful plan to rescue everyone who 
trusts him, starting with Jews and then right on to 
everyone else! (Romans 1:16 MSG)



Formal vs. Paraphrase 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 
power of God that brings salvation to everyone who 
believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.  

(Romans 1:16 NIV)

It’s news I’m most proud to proclaim, this 
extraordinary Message of God’s powerful plan to 
rescue everyone who trusts him, starting with Jews 
and then right on to everyone else!

(Romans 1:16 MSG)





Biblegateway.com
150 Versions



Question/Comment
Break



Resource List Categories
• General Reference

• Concordance

• Study Bibles

• Dictionaries, Handbooks, Encyclopedias

• Literary Genre

• Historical Background

• Cultural Background

• Geography and Natural History

• Single-volume Commentary

• Online Courses and Videos



Select a 
Bible 
translation

Search for 
term or 
phrase 

Concordance
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What’s Next?

•Consult the SOTH website (CrossTrek Discover) for 
additional resources.

• Join a SOTH small group to gain the advantage of 
studying the Bible with others.

•Develop your own Bible study support library.

•Link your desire to grow your time in God’s Word 
with a habit you already have.



Final Thought

“Now the Berean Jews were of more noble 
character than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the message with great eagerness 
and examined the Scriptures every day to see 
if what Paul said was true.”  (Acts 17:11  NIV)
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