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Introduction
•Vision for the Class

1) To answer questions about the Bible’s 
origins and qualities.

2) To offer suggestions on how to read and 
interpret the Bible.

3) To leave you better enabled and more 
excited about reading your Bible.



Introduction
•Overview of the Class Sessions

1) What is the Bible?

2) How is the Bible Organized?
3) How is God Speaking?

4) What am I Missing Here?

5) How can I Interpret the Bible?

6) What Resources Are Most Helpful?



How is the Bible 

Organized?



How is the Bible Organized?

1) It is structured by testament, book, chapter, 
and verse designations.

2) It generally flows forward in time.

3) It circulates around major ideas.



How is the Bible Organized?
ST R UCTURE



Structure

•Testaments (Old and New)

•Books within the testaments

•Chapter and verse designations within the 
books



Testament

A testament is a contract or agreed upon 
way of doing business.



The Old Testament 
anticipates what the New 
Testament fulfills.



Old Testament
G E NE SIS 1 2:1 - 2,4

The LORD had said to Abram,

“Go from your country, your 
people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show 
you. I will make you into a great 
nation, and I will bless you; and all 
peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.



Blessing/Messiah

Language and
symbols of the
Old Testament



New Testament

1  CO R INT HIA NS 1 5:  2 - 4

By this gospel you are saved…that 
Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the 
Scriptures.



Jesus/Messiah

Language and 
symbols of the 
New 
Testament



Old and New Testament
G E NE SIS 1 2:1 - 2,4

The LORD had said to Abram,

“Go from your country, your 
people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show 
you. I will make you into a great 
nation, and I will bless you; and all 
peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.

1  CO R INT HIA NS 1 5:  2 - 4

By this gospel you are saved…that 
Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the 
Scriptures.



Focal Point of Both Testaments

“But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name.”

(John 20:31 NIV)







Books Divide into Chapters and Verses

Chapter 1 

1 In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.  2 Now the earth 
was formless and empty, darkness was 
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit 
of God was hovering over the waters.

(Genesis 1:1-2 NIV)



Question/Comment
Break



How is the Bible Organized?
CHR O NO LO GICA LLY



Chronologically

• Individual books came into existence between the 15th

century BC and 1st century AD.

• Books written later show an awareness of books 
written earlier.

• The order in which they were stored did not matter 
until they were collected into a codex (2nd century AD).





Chronologically

• More than one system of ordering has survived in 
modern editions.

• The order found in Protestant Bibles dates to the 5th

century AD.

• The order found in Protestant Bibles generally is 
organized chronologically.





Genesis Exodus

Numbers
Joshua Judges 1 & 2 

Samuel
Ezra

Nehemiah
1 & 2 Kings

Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

Acts Revelation





How is the Bible Organized?
A R O UND MA J O R  IDE A S





Major Ideas

•There is only one God.
“This is what the Lord says—
Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord 

Almighty:
I am the first and I am the last;
apart from me there is no God.”  

(Isa 44:6 NIV)



Major Ideas

•God is holy and demands that we be holy.
They called to each other and said, 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Armies!” (Isa 6:3 NIV)

Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am 
holy.”  (Lev 19:2 NIV)

“For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a 
holy life.”  (1 Thess 4:7 NIV)



Major Ideas

•Every human fails to achieve this 
holiness.

“For all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.”    (Rom 3:23 NIV)



Major Ideas

•God has a plan to save unholy people 
through Jesus.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

(John 3:16 NIV)



Major Ideas

•God wants us to find peace and 
contentment on earth.

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 
not let your hearts be troubled and do not 
be afraid.”     (John 14:27 NIV)



Major Ideas

•We will rise from the dead and enjoy 
eternal peace and joy.

“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die;  
and whoever lives by believing in me will never 
die.”

(John 11:25-26) 



Major Ideas
•We will rise from the dead and enjoy 
eternal peace and joy.

“Therefore, they are before the throne of God and serve him day and 
night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne
will shelter them with his presence. Never again will they hunger;
never again will they thirst.  The sun will not beat down on them,
nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne
will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water.
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

(Revelation 7:15-17 NIV) 





Major Ideas
• There is only one God.

•God is holy and demands that we be holy.

• Every human fails to achieve this holiness.

•God has a plan to save unholy people through Jesus.

•God wants us to find peace and contentment on 
earth.

•We will rise from the dead and enjoy eternal peace 
and joy.



Key Content

Organization

Bible Book Overview





Question/Comment
Break



Study Questions

• In which testament am I reading?

•Where does this book fit chronologically?

•How is the book organized?

•What main ideas does it discuss?





Blessing/Messiah

Language and
symbols of the
Old Testament







How is the Bible 

Organized?


