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Introduction

•Marmy—I am a Bible reader and 
communication professor.

• Jack—I am a Bible reader and Bible professor.



Introduction

•What are the challenges that get in the way of 
your Bible reading?



Introduction

•Goal

Create a conversation that will answer basic 
questions about the Bible and prepare you to 
read and study God’s Word



Introduction
•Overview

1) What is the Bible?

2) How is the Bible Organized?

3) How is God Speaking?

4) What am I Missing Here?

5) How Can I Read for Application?

6) What Resources Are Most Helpful?



Introduction

•Tools

➢Bible

➢Understand Your Bible

➢PowerPoint slides and handouts (available online)

➢Your questions and concerns



What is the 

Bible?



Definition

•The Bible is a book that contains the thoughts 
of God.



General Content

•The Bible tells us who God is.

•The Bible tells us how God thinks about us.

•The Bible tells us how God wants us to think 
about the natural world, ourselves, and 
others.



Primary Purpose of the Bible
“Jesus performed many other signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. But these are written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name.”

(John 20:30-31 NIV)



Delivery by 

Divine 

Inspiration



Divine Inspiration

“All Scripture is God-breathed ….”

(2 Timothy 3:16 NIV)



Divine Inspiration

•The human side of the Bible

•The divine side of the Bible



A Divine and Human Side

“For prophecy never had its origin in the 
human will, but prophets, though human, 
spoke from God as they were carried along 
by the Holy Spirit..”

(2 Peter 1:21 NIV)





The Bible’s Human Side

•Fast Facts

• Impact



God’s 
Thoughts

Written 
Word of God



The Bible’s Divine Side

•Fast Facts

• Impact



“The Scriptures are shallow enough for a 
babe to come and drink without fear of 
drowning and deep enough for a 
theologians to swim in without ever 
touching the bottom" 

St. Jerome



What is the 

Bible?


